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But Abraham knew God must have a good reason and he knew
that God had the power to raise someone from the dead, so he
started out on the journey to Mount Moriah with Isaac.

You can imagine how terrible Abraham felt as he traveled with
his beloved son, Isaac. Isaac did not know what his father planned
to do. He asked him where the animal was for the sacrifice. Abraham
trusted that God would somehow make it all work out and said that
God would provide the sacrifice.

When they reached the place on Mount Moriah where God had
told Abraham to go, Abraham tied Isaac to the altar, which he had
built out of stones. Isaac must have been willing to obey God as
well, since it would have been easy for Isaac to run away.

Just as Abraham raised his knife to kill Isaac an angel from God
stopped his hand. God saw that Abraham was willing to do anything
God asked and did not make Abraham kill his son. Abraham looked
up and saw a ram caught in a bush nearby and he sacrificed this
animal instead of his son, Isaac. 

It must have turned out to be a very happy occasion that day!
This is an illustration of God sacrificing His only begotten Son, Jesus,
for us. God had asked Abraham to do the very thing He was going
to do. And the place where Jesus died was very close to Mount
Moriah, where God told Abraham to go.

After this God repeated his promise to Abraham, that through
Abraham and his son all the families of the earth would be blessed.
He also promised Abraham to one day give him the land on which he
traveled. He also promised him that he would have many more
children, as many as the stars in heaven and as many as the sand on
the sea. These were very wonderful promises, and remember, God
always keeps His promises.
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The angel was not a bush, and the angel did not look like a
bush, or a fire. God and angels have bodies that we cannot see or
understand. The voice from the bush told Moses that God had been
seeing the slavery of His people, the Hebrews, in Egypt and wanted
to deliver them. The Hebrews were God’s people because they were
children of Abraham. Remember that God had told Abraham that
through his children all the families of the earth would be blessed.
Without Isaac being born by a miracle of God, Abraham would have
no children. So the Hebrew people were a miracle from God, God’s
people.

God was very angry with Egypt and with Pharaoh for treating
His people so badly, and He wanted them to be freed. And He wanted
Moses to be His servant to do this.
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The other mother woke up and recognized that the dead baby she
was holding was not hers. The living baby was hers.  But the first
mother claimed that the living baby was hers. 

So they went to see King Solomon and asked him to decide which
of them was the true mother. He told one of his servants to get a
sword and cut the baby in two and give half to each of them. The
real mother of the baby cried out and said the other mother could
have the baby, only don’t hurt him. Solomon then knew she was the
true mother and gave the baby back to her.

News of his great wisdom spread through the world and he
became very rich also. Kings and Queens would come to visit him and
ask him all their difficult questions and bring him many wonderful gifts.

Surely the people of Israel must have thought that this was the
great deliverer that God had promised to Adam and Eve, to Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob, and Moses.

But in time Solomon turned away from God. Besides the
wonderful temple he built for God he also built temples for false
gods. He married many wives that did not believe in the true God but
believed in false gods. They convinced him to let them worship their
gods in Jerusalem also.

God turned away from Solomon and he lost his great wisdom. 
The people would have to wait before they would see the great
deliverer, the seed of Abraham, come.

Many more kings came and died. Some were good kings and
worshipped and believed in the true God. Many were evil kings who
worshipped idols, statues, and false demon gods.

God would send prophets to warn the people of God’s coming
punishments for their rebellion.

Israel had kings for 513 years. Then God allowed Jerusalem and
His great temple to be destroyed. All the people were taken as slaves
and captives to Babylon and Assyria. It was a great tragedy.
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